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Brothers and sisters, dear friends, a little while ago you heard a question:  “What kind of liberty?” How can we attain the true liberty that opens the paths of happiness and of joy?  Perhaps if we were to retain just one thing from the life of Saint Marie Eugénie of Jesus, it would be how she learned to become free and how she exercised her liberty. Liberty with respect to her family and social environment; liberty with respect to her original culture; liberty with respect to the worldly milieu in which she grew up; liberty with respect to those who were her counselors and who, at certain moments of her life, wanted her to do something that she didn’t recognize as the will of God; liberty with respect to her friends; liberty with respect to God himself so as to be able tell him all that she was carrying with her, all that she desired, all that she sought; but above all, liberty with respect to herself.   This young woman of the 19th century whom we can imagine easily enough, thanks to the images in our history books, bound up by an imposing set of “things that were done and things that were not done”-- how did she succeed in discovering, little by little, to exercise and defend her freedom?
What power was it that allowed her to surmount successive difficulties?  Not for the sake of attaining her personal goals or ambitions, but rather so as to simply be able to make her life into an offering to God, at the service of his Kingdom, for the extension of his Reign. What freedom of intelligence was necessary for her to not only listen here to Father Lacordaire,  but also to understand what he was talking about, and then to dare follow through on what she had understood!  What strength she had to have in order to be able to gather other young women so as to set up housekeeping together so precariously on an unknown street in Paris!  What freedom to begin to welcome the young and to educate them!
Yes, Marie Eugénie is a figure of a free woman because she did not protect or defend herself.  Her liberty did not lie in the conquest of others, in imposing herself; rather, it lay in the conquest of herself in order to welcome this God who wanted to do something in her.  That is is why, despite the many difficulties, the spiritual trials, even the hostilities she faced sometimes and the lack of understanding she faced often, it seems to us that the path of Marie Eugénie was always a path of happiness.  Because what she pursued wasn’t her work; what she wanted to make happen wasn’t what she had decided.  Rather, it was what she submitted – always – to the will of the God, to the judgment of the Church and not to her own judgment.  It was not a question for her of personal achievement but rather of becoming herself in accomplishing the will of the Father.  This liberated woman knew difficulty, suffering, obstacles; she assumed them, carried them with faith, offered them for the extension of the Kingdom.  She transformed them into reasons for thanksgiving in her Eucharistic adoration.  Yes, those whom the Lord chooses, those he wishes to make his friends, are promised joy and they receive it.  He gives them the happiness of  the ones who walk with security because they know they are in the hand of the Father. He gives them the serenity of those who trust in the One whom they love.  He gives them strength by answering their prayers.  He makes them fruitful not by multiplying their success as the world sees it but by producing the fruits of the Spirit, Who is peace and love.  He makes them live in the Church not as in a foreign institution, but as in a family.  He has them live in community, not an association of general interest, but a brotherhood or sisterhood.  He makes them live in adoration, makes them live in the joy of helping the young, boys and girls, find the path of their own human and Christian maturity.  Yes, it is a path of joy, of serenity, of peace, of fruitfulness, of happiness to which the Lord calls those whom he invites to follow Marie Eugénie.  Just as she knew how to get beyond the conformism of the society that surrounded her, we will only be free today if we learn to break through the conformism of our own time. Just as he allowed her to be enterprising, to innovate, and to project her foundation toward the future, so now today he calls us to be enterprising, to innovate, and to move the family that she founded toward the future.  Just as he taught her to lead her sisters toward an ever greater fraternal charity at the heart of their communities, so now he invites us today to give in this world the sign of a family living by faith in the One who is the foundation of it all.  He invites us today to recognize that Christ is the sole foundation of our life.
You who are Religious of the Assumption, you who are teachers, who are students in Assumption establishments, you who are parents, alumni and alumnae of the Assumption, today, Marie Eugénie of Jesus is proposed to us as a model of liberty, of charity, of peace and of love.  With her, we are invited to work for the extension of the Kingdom in this 21st century.  With her, we are invited to develop the human capacities of the young people who frequent your institutions.  With her we are invited to give witness to Christ alive in the Eucharist, in the revealed Word of God, in the Church from which we receive the faith and in which we live it.  Today, we give thanks that God has set this light on our way and so we pray:  that the gift of his grace bears fruit in each of our lives, in each of your communities, in each of your establishments.  That love will truly grow so that we may become the full human persons Christ calls us to be. That we may know the fullness of the joy of those whom Christ has chosen, and that in this world we may be true witnesses to the joy of God.  Amen.
