Pope canonizes four new saints, God's 'masterpieces'

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope Benedict XVI canonized four new saints from Malta, Poland, the Netherlands and France and said they exemplified the many and varied forms of holiness in the church. "God's wisdom is manifested in the cosmos, in the variety and beauty of its elements, but his masterpieces are the saints," the pope said during a rain-soaked liturgy June 3. Some 40,000 pilgrims who huddled under umbrellas applauded as the pope read decrees proclaiming sainthood. Tapestry portraits of the newly canonized hung from the facade of St. Peter's Basilica, and relics of the saints were carried to the altar, where the pope celebrated Mass beneath a white canopy. The new saints were: -- St. George Preca (1880-1962), the first native saint of Malta and founder of the Society of Christian Doctrine, a group of celibate laypeople devoted to prayer, studying church teaching and instructing the young; St. Simon of Lipnica (about 1435-1482), a Polish Franciscan who ministered to plague victims in Krakow before succumbing to the disease; St. Charles of St. Andrew Houben (1821-1893), a native of the Netherlands who, after joining the Passionist order, spent most of his life ministering in England and Ireland; and St. Marie Eugenie de Jesus Milleret (1817-1898), who founded the Religious of the Assumption order when she was just 22 years old. Born to a nonbelieving and affluent family, she was inspired by a series of Lenten talks in Paris at age 19 and experienced a conversion.
