INTRODUCTION TO MARIE EUGENIE

Mass of Thanksgiving

Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul, Philadelphia

October 27, 2007

Welcome: 




   Sister Clare Teresa, R.A.

Our ancestors in the faith chanted: “This is the day the Lord has made, let us be glad and rejoice.”  It is a joy to welcome so many friends, alumnae, - and perhaps some alumni –so many faithful – gathered here for this celebration. We can rejoice simply, because we are gathered here together in faith and friendship.

 But we have a purpose in coming here. We come rejoicing because we have a new saint in the Church and we want to thank God for this great grace. 

Many of us knew that Mother Marie Eugénie was a saint long before the canonization which took place in Rome this June. She was familiar to us, close to us. One student from Ravenhill told us that Mother Marie Eugénie was so present at the school that she thought she lived there, that Marie Eugénie might be seen in the corridor one day or come to visit her class.
.

She has been a mother, a friend, a guide, a comfort for many. She has obtained favors – the miracles for her beatification and canonization – I like her special favor of sending babies to childless couples.

So why is it so important that Marie Eugénie Milleret has been canonized? That she had her picture hung in St. Peter’s Square and that she was canonized by the Holy Father? 

Our rejoicing and thanksgiving is because the Church which Marie Eugénie so ardently loved and served has declared her a saint officially. She is no longer just the foundress of a religious Congregation, a friend, guide and mother for the Assumption family. She is no longer just ours. She now belongs to the whole people of God. 

She is a reminder that we are all called to holiness. She is a woman presented to the universal Church as a spiritual guide to holiness, a companion and friend as we journey towards the holiness, the sanctity to which all are called.

· * * * *

Today’s short program is an introduction to Marie Eugénie – for those who did not know about her at all, for those who knew that she was important in the Assumption family but don’t know more about her than what they have seen in the Assumption Sisters. 

Just a short introduction that may give you the desire to know more about her, and not just about her, but to know her..

It will be in the form of dialogue and song.

At the youth night after the Canonization, Grace Kelly sang one of her Marie Eugénie songs, that is, words of MME set to music and it became a kind of theme song for celebrations. She was in Rome for the canonization, she was in Paris last week for the celebration in MME’s home town.  She is here with us today.

The Earth is a Place of Glory for God
   Music composed and sung by Grace Kelly 

Dialogue: Marie Eugénie, Who are You? 
   Sister Bénédicte Dufour, R.A. 

   Kathy Hagedorn

DIALOGUE

Tell us about your background, Marie Eugénie:
I was born in Lorraine, France. The horrors of the French Revolution were over. Napoleon had been exiled to Elba and a king had been restored to the throne. I had a happy childhood.  My family had wealth, prestige, education. My parents were ardent democrats and I was inflamed with desire to see a more just society in my country, a happier people. But my parents had no faith and Jesus Christ had no place in my education.

And how did Christ come into your life?

Misfortunes came in rapid succession. In 1830, my father’s banks failed. My parents separated. While my brother stayed with my father, I came to Paris with my mother – only to see her die of cholera shortly afterwards. For five years, I lived with relatives but confided in no one. I danced and partied and laughed but inside I felt very alone. I had so many questions, I wanted to understand life, I wanted a great love. 

Then, one day, I went with my cousins to the cathedral to hear a priest who was very popular with the Parisian youth.  His words touched me, his talk answered all my questions. I don’t know how, but I was truly converted to Jesus Christ and the Church. Everything changed.  I now dreamed of doing something for God and saw this earth as a place of glory for God.  (Music)
How did you know what you should do?

I believe that everyone has a mission to work with Christ for the realization of our heavenly Father’s plan for the world. God will reveal it to each one. For me, after my conversion, I started to read, to study the Catholic faith, to see what the concrete consequences of the Gospel should be in my life and in the world. Then, in the confessional, I met a priest who asked to see me. He told me God wanted me to be the head of a Congregation he planned to found – a religious family under the patronage of Our Lady in her Assumption. He believed that, by education, women could bring about a change in society, make it more just, compassionate – a place of glory for God.  (Music)
I was impressed that you started the Congregation when you were just my age. It sounds so scary.
It was for us.  We had hardly made the foundation when the founder abandoned his work and little our group of sisters. But the Assumption belongs to Christ, all comes from Christ and all is for Jesus Christ.  We counted on faith, prayer, and work. We began, three, then five young women in a poor apartment. We did not know then that one day the Congregation would exist in 34 countries, in Europe, Africa, America and Asia 

We wanted to be both contemplatives and apostles but we did not know in the beginning that we would have the Prayer of the Church and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every day. Jesus knew. Our houses, our schools as well as our spirituality, our sisters, friends and associates – all come from Jesus Christ. All belong to Jesus Christ. All are for Jesus Christ, for the glory of God.. 

(Music)
I and the first sisters wanted the Congregation to be a continual homage to Jesus Christ in his Incarnation. I was overwhelmed by this mystery of love, of God’s immense generosity in becoming a human for love of us, so we could share in the divine life. In the Incarnation, the separation between human and divine is erased. In Jesus, human history became God’s history. Jesus came into the world to lead the Creation to God. All is to be restored to God in Christ. 

NEW VOICE I: Doug Brintnall
The life of Mother Marie of Eugenie spanned almost the entire 19th century. Her whole life was devoted to the transformation of society through education.  Her love, her energy were poured into the life of the Congregation dedicated to this task.  This was her sanctification.
Pope Benedict XVI, in his homily at the Canonization Mass declared that for God the crowning beauty of creation is holiness. This was what the Canonization in Rome celebrated. It is what we have come to celebrate today.  

Before the singing of the Gloria, His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI decreed: 

NEW VOICE II: Mark Supple
In honor of the most Holy and Undivided Trinity, for the increase of the Catholic faith and the enrichment of Christian life; by the authority of Our Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and by our own authority; 

After mature deliberation and imploring divine help, after consulting a great many of our brethren, We decree:

that Marie Eugénie of Jesus Milleret is a Saint, and we inscribe her in the Catalogue of the Saints, decreeing that she is to be venerated with devotion among the Saints of the universal  Church.  In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit…

 ALLELUIA of MOZART: From Exultate Jubilate No.

  Cecelia Chaisson

