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“Certain experiences [at the foundation of the Congregation] gave us concrete fellowship with the poor, made us understand their labor and their suffering.” (Origins Vol. II.)

Those experiences – especially of having very poor housing and food – strengthened the bonds of the Assumption Sisters with their poor neighbors.  It was an eye opening experience for young women of “good families” to live among people who struggled to keep families together – really to keep alive in the harsh conditions of the time.  It led them to resolve not to forget those realities and to make sure that their own students – who would also come mostly from bourgeois families – would learn about these realities from what today we’d call “immersion experiences” – visiting the poor and getting to know them as persons.

Lord, how easy it is for me to tsk tsk about the experiences of the poor as I read about them in the papers or see them on the evening news.  Now I want to move from pity for them to solidarity with them – please show me how to make that move.  Amen.
