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“Let us draw near to Mary; she is our mother and a woman that we can imitate in so many ways.”  (Instruction.  March 24, 1878.)
Marie Eugenie’s love for Mary seems to have been based on the gospel more than on the popular piety of her day.  “Drawing near” to Mary, for Marie Eugenie, would have meant sharing in her loving contemplation of her Son.

As I begin this Advent season, Lord, show me the way to draw near to your Mother, to model my own “yes” on hers, and to share her wonder at your impending birth.  Here at the beginning of December, as I navigate my way through the “holiday season,” let me find time and desire to join her and Joseph as they set out on the road to Bethlehem once more.  Amen.

