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“I knew that once I was decided, nothing could stop me from trying to try to imitate Jesus Christ in his mission of Savior.  I wanted to give myself, not lend myself, to Jesus Christ.”  
(1841 -  Letter to the Abbé Gros)

The Abbé Gros had been named superior of the newly born community  by the archbishop of Paris.  On August 14, 1841, the first three sisters had pronounced their first vows for two years into his hands.  But after some unpleasant accusations against the community are made, Abbé Gros seems to develop some doubts about the viability of this foundation.  He proposes to the sisters that they split up.  After praying and reflecting on this matter, Marie Eugenie sends him her answer.  It is a crisis moment:  should this adventure called the Assumption continue?  The heart of our foundress returns to the source of all her confidence:  Jesus Christ and his call.   He is the one who has wanted it.
Responding to a call is a decision that has to be made and remade every day.  And this decision is above all a letting go, a trusting abandonment of self into the hands of God.  Our “yes” has been preceded by the total “yes” – that of Jesus for us.  He is the first to have desired not to lend himself but to give himself totally to his creature, to his Church.  “It is a ‘yes’ without reserve, Father, that you give to us in Jesus Christ, and by Him you allow us to respond ‘Amen’ to your call.” (Taizé).  May the rock of his “Amen” be the support of our “Yes.”

