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“Among these doctrines, we must always choose those that give the most honor to God, the ones that say most insistently that God is good, that he is infinite goodness, infinite wisdom, that we must trust in him, expect everything from him, that he is Father and that there is not a single moment when we cannot throw ourselves into his arms.”  (Instructions May 19, 1878)

Marie Eugenie is 60 when her sisters ask her how she sees “the spirit of the Assumption,” her spirituality.  Before beginning her conferences, she explains that she does not set herself up as the sole guardian or depository of this spirit; rather, she sees it already at work in her sisters, and even perhaps in their friends.  

In this year of 1878, certain events preoccupy her:

Pope Pius IX dies.  It was he who had watched over the development of the congregation and authorized its official approbation.
Father d’Alzon is so seriously ill that Marie Eugenie is afraid to trouble him for

his support.

At certain moments of our lives, our support systems, whether human or Christian, seem to falter.  Where can we seek strength and faith?

But God is never absent whatever the circumstance:  in a movement of  “joyful detachment,”  of trusting faith,  we dare to count completely on his Love.

