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“What is it that makes character and intelligence grow, what is it that strongly coordinates all learning, serves as goal, connection, reason?  In a sense, it is a philosophy, and in another, even larger sense, it is a passion.  But what passion should be given?  A passion of faith and love, a passion for making the law of Christ a reality.”  (1844 – Letter to Father d’Alzon – No. 1627)

From her youth, Marie Eugenie experiences the sad fact that “All is vanity.”  Her father is financially ruined in 1830 when she is 13; at 15, she loses her mother; she lives in a time of great human misery, of revolutions.  Happiness, the meaning of life, is something to look for somewhere beyond the immediate horizon of human activity.  An intelligent young woman, she has an enormous thirst for knowledge, for understanding…yet she also discovers that while knowledge can clarify things, it cannot quench the thirst of the human being, created by God.
Now more than ever, the infinite and admirable multiplicity of human knowledge and know-how creates a kind of vertigo in us.  We can be led to believe that the answers to our worries, to our “unquiet” (literally our absence of peace, of repose), may be found in human ability and intellectual power.  But what orders all learning toward the “end for which we are made” (Ignatius of Loyola, Spiritual Exercises) is, in fact, a foolish thing, beyond reason:  the passion of and for Jesus Christ.

