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“The greatest virtue that I notice in the saints is hope, one of the virtues that is most lacking in our own times.  If there were more hope, there would be more saints.  I am speaking about that hope which, supported by our knowledge of God and of ourselves, makes us count very much on God.”  (Conversations, January 28, 1864)

The above is an extract from a conversation on the night of Mother Marie Eugenie’s feastday (the Feast of the Name of Jesus).  Marie Eugenie invites us to feel the mighty hand of  the God who sustains everything.   She calls that virtue “hope.”

Far too often, despite our good will and good resolutions, we count too much on ourselves instead of on the goodness, love and mercy of God.  We finish by exhausting ourselves and falling.  

Lord, like Marie Eugenie, fill us with hope, that hope that leads to Love and permits us to be better people.  This hope makes things work, permits us to dare to live each day without fear and so make the world a better place.

“You are my Shepherd, Lord,

Your staff guides and reassures me.”  (Psalm 23)

