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 “I have discovered that Sister Marie Vincent is quite scandalized by our gaiety.  I believe that our openness of character has made her doubt our sensibility, our joy has made her doubt our devotion, and our liberty of spirit has led her to doubt our religious spirit….My sisterly attitude toward my sisters and their liberty have astonished her.  Living joyfully as we remain at the post that God gives us -- isn’t that a duty like any other?”   (1847 –Origines III p. 54)
Even at the heart of the congregation that she has founded, the joy and the liberty of Marie Eugenie can be surprising.  They can startle and disturb even her own sisters, especially those accustomed to greater reserve and/or coldness in religious life.

Freedom of spirit and joy are two deeply important evangelical values that we often forget, bound up, as we are, with  our problems in the “real world.”  When do we take the liberty to think of our faith by ourselves while forgetting all the conventions, all the “right things” to think or say?  Do we practice joy?  Isn’t it one of most beautiful invitations of the Gospels?  Let us be “happy (blessed)”!  Why does our world associate joy with a lack of seriousness or professionalism…or even a lack of faith?  Why have we become so sad? Let us rediscover with Marie Eugenie the power and the beauty of “the work of joy.”

