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"I struggle against the Holy Spirit and wretched creature that I am, I even try to escape from him.  God be praised because just up to now I have been vanquished in the fight! Eventually I finish by putting myself into the hands of God, saying that his will be done.  When I say that sincerely an ineffable peace fills my soul, everything seems easy to me, and it seems absolutely certain that God is with me.  The Spirit struggles with me like an eagle."  (1837 Notes – No. 154/02 and 04)
1837.  Marie Eugenie has confided her desire for religious life to Father Combalot, who sees in her the foundress for the Assumption, a congregation he's been dreaming about for a long time.  It will be dedicated to the education of young girls.  But this project scares Marie Eugenie and she resists it!  The sacrament of Confirmation, which she asks for a just a short time later, gives her the strength to say "yes."

"Spiritual struggle. . .is not a fight between God and us, but a fight with and in God against the darkness (beginning with ourselves):  we carry the life of Christ, his victory at the heart of our darkness." (Simone Pacot, L’évangélisation des profondeurs, p. 233)  Here is something that can perhaps throw some light on my own battles –It's about  wrestling, helped by the strength of the Spirit, so that  the Resurrected One wins the victory in me!
