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“God had done so much for me that I wanted to do something in return.”
 (Unpublished papers, Volume II. 154) 
The simplicity and generosity of Marie Eugenie manifest themselves quite beautifully here.  We see her understanding herself as creature, totally dependent on the Creator.  Yet at the same time, we see her confidence that it’s possible for her “to do something in return” and her belief that this Creator would welcome such a gesture.  
Dear God, Creator of the Universe and my Creator, I thank you for the wonder of my being. I begin Lent this week by remembering that I am dust – but let me remember, too, that I am dust that your breath has warmed.  Be with me as I begin my pilgrimage to Easter; show me how I may “do something in return,” in gratitude for that warmth and that life.  Amen.
