
 
  

Save the Dates! 

Assumption Center 
16 Vineyard Street, Worcester MA, 01603 

BOOKS FOR ADVENT AND BEYOND... 
Come to the spiritual book library for an assortment of books 

and small pamphlets about Advent and how to make it a more 

peaceful time.  For example, you might choose... 

  

"O Radiant Dawn". 5 minute prayers around the Advent 

Wreath" 

"Sacred Reading for Advent and Christmas 2015-2016 " 

"Daily Devotions for Advent 2015" 

Or, in hardback:  Joy to the World:  How Christ's Coming 

Changed Everything (and still does) by Scott Hahn 

 

LIBRARY HOURS: TUESDAY and FRIDAYS 10 am - 1 pm 
 

Mentoring  

December 2nd & 3rd 

Girls with Dreams 
 Dreams December 15th  

 The last day of 

Girls with Dreams  

for Fall session. 

ESL 
December 8th  

English as a 

Second Language 

Graduation from 

10:00am-12:00pm.  

F A L L  2 0 1 5  

 

The last days of 

mentoring for the 

Fall Session.  

Third Day 

December 8th  

Last day of Third Day 

Literacy Program for 
the Fall.  

AMA’s Check out their first 

books with Sr. Therese 
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Semillas da Vida: 

Our Community Garden 

 This year the Lord smiled on our collection 

of workers and friends who gathered in the 

garden to bless her and put her to sleep for 
the winter! It was a lovely fall day, sun 

shining and leaves falling! Standing in a 

large circle, Sr. Mary Ann led us in song 
and Anne Kaune in a beautiful prayer of 

thanksgiving. Then Fr Aidan Furlong, 

A.A. explained how and why we were 
planting garlic. Going deep into the earth 

in the fall, the cloves of garlic are a sign of 

our hope that the garden will rest over the 
long winter months and come back to life 

with the increasingly longer days of 

sunlight in the spring.  We then went into 
the house to share a potluck meal and 

conversation. Thanks to all of you who 

contributed in different ways to making 
this a great season in the garden! 
 

A Wayside Shrine in the Rock Garden    

This new Wayside Shrine stands at the Center 

of the Rock Garden at the Assumption Center. 

It is a great new addition to the Garden. 

Thank you, Kevin and Anne Kane, for  this 

gift to the Center.  

Sr. Catherine teaches children how to plant 

Garlic. 

Fr. Aidan blessing the Garden 
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Third Day Literacy Program: 

Mentoring:  

A Lifelong Friendship 

 

This fall we have been fortunate to have over thirty 
children signed up for mentoring and over 50 

college mentors from Assumption College, Holy 
Cross, Clark University, WPI and Quinsigamond 

Community College. Meaghan, Elliot, and Sister 
Mary Ann have paired each mentee with a college 

mentor. Thanks to the enthusiastic support of the 
mentors this fall we have played Halloween Bingo, 
constructed unique crafts, and introduced various 

sports and games in the gym. With the last day of 
Mentoring upon us, we are looking forward to the 

start of the second session in January and the 
continuation of these relationships. Our Mentoring 

Program runs on Wednesday‘s and Thursday‘s 
from 2:30 to 4:45pm assisting the kids with 
homework, playing sports, board games, and arts 

and crafts (not to mention healthy snacks!).  
 

Third Day began its third year with record numbers of students and volunteers! We 

were delighted to welcome Joanne Owens, a retired reading specialist, to our 

program. Her generosity, experience, and calm have been a terrific addition. Elliot 
Simmons-Uvin, AMA, has done a great job not only as our human resource person, 

but also with handling the varied and unpredictable situations that come up in 

running such a program.  With seventeen young adult volunteers from Assumption, 
Clark and College of the Holy Cross, we have been able to facilitate about 20 

students, first through fifth grades. With the focus on literacy, that has meant a lot of 

kids with a lot of books. It is such a joy to look across the meeting room at St Peter‘s, 
and see kids actively engaged in reading: be it reading on their own, with a volunteer 

or in a group, listening wide eyed to a story being read aloud.  
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Girls With DREAMS 

 

AMA Meaghan Hickey writes: ―The last week of September I was afraid that Girls with 

DREAMS would not be a reality this year. Many of the girls from last year had sports or 

activities on Tuesday afternoons, some did not have a ride, and, with Anne‘s and my busy 

schedules, everything seemed on hold. Somehow, however, the program plans began to slowly 

unfold and we‘re off to a great start! We have an intimate, although at times hectic, group of 

eleven—including Anne Kane, two Holy Cross students, and me. In planning each session, 

we‘re really trying to focus on what the girls will find most effective and exciting. So, we‘ve 

been quite attentive to feedback from last year‘s sessions. Thus far, we have had sessions on 

journaling (specifically on Thanksgiving, All Saint‘s Day, and Veteran‘s Day topics), on 

cookie baking (which taught them that too much baking soda makes for bad tasting cookies, 

but great pranks), on healthy skin care, where we made our own products, and on simply 

getting to know each other. We hope in the remainder of the season we can continue to 

journal, learn about fashion choices, visit a thrift shop, and talk about Internet safety and 

bullying.‖  
 

English As A Second Language 

 This fall, we welcomed over 75 students to our 

ESL Program! A visitor to our classrooms, while 

witnessing the heroic efforts of adults trying to 

learn a new language, might also hear Spanish, 

Portuguese, Arabic or Chinese. A visitor might 

also begin to feel the sense of community that has 

formed among the students and their teachers, as 

they support and encourage one another in this 

work. 

We are grateful to our all-volunteer staff! We 

welcome back Pat Dolan & Bill Phillips as veteran 

teachers. Congratulations to Pat on his 50th year of 
teaching – so happy you chose to continue with us! 

Level One teacher Gennifer Durham and Luke Miller are both full time students 

at the College of the Holy Cross. Gennifer is 

an intern through the Community Based 

Learning office and Luke is enrolled in 

ROTC! Clara O‘Rourke, a student at Clark, is 

teaching our advanced students. Adina 

Cohen plays with the young children of some 

of our students who would otherwise be 

unable to attend class. Our two AMAs this 

year are also involved: Meaghan Hickey 

teaches Level Two students and Elliot 

Simmons-Uvin is our administrative assistant. 

Fr. John Donohue, SJ is tutoring an aspiring 

Deacon and facilitating a new project to bring 

our program into the digital age. Stay tuned! 
 

Pat Dolan‘s ESL Level 1 Class ‘15 
 

Sr. Catherine‘s ESL Basic Level Class ‗15 
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The Papal Visit 
Going to visit Pope Francis in Philly was an 

amazing experience. We had tickets to three 

events: the Immigration Speech, the Festival 

of Families, and the Papal Mass. 

Unfortunately, despite waiting in line with 

several hundred thousand others, we never 

made it into the Mass. However, the wait 

itself was somehow really special. Many 

people brought up the Mass on their 

smartphones or tablets and held them in a 

way that many people could watch. The 

crowd sang some hymns together such as 

One Bread, One Body and Here I Am, Lord. 

Especially touching was the Sign of Peace 

when the entire crowd raised their hands in 

peace signs and exchanged hugs of peace.    

 
 

D

uring the festival of families, we got to see 

several couples/families witness their stories 

to the Pope. We also watched Aretha 

Franklin and Jackie Evancho perform. But 

the most captivating part of the weekend 

was the immigration speech. We got to see 

Pope Francis ride by in his Popemobile. His 

speech was incredibly moving especially 

because Sr. Mary Ann translated it for us 

and, with that, drew many strangers around 

us to hear her translation. Many people got 

very emotional and it was very touching to 

experience that. It was quite nerve-wracking 

to be in a crowd with so many people. But, 

everyone we met was so kind and positive. 

It truly felt we were all there for the same 

reason.  
 

The Cana Community 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After only three months of living 

together, the Cana community already 

acts like family. While they follow the 

intentional community guidelines for 

weekly prayer and weekly community 

dinner/meetings, their time spent 

together is by no means forced. They aim 

to share meals together as often as 

possible, and share daily stories about 

funny or frustrating moments in their 

days. When they can get all of their 

schedules to align, their community 

nights are a blast! Just recently, the four 

took a light hike around Worcester‘s 

Cascading Falls, which somehow 

deflected into a goofy playground 

excursion complete with swinging, 

singing, and sliding. Later that evening, 

they washed up and shared a delicious 

Italian meal complete with garlic bread, 

homemade pizza, and tears of laughter. 

Whether they‘re exploring Worcester, 

watching movies at the Center, hiking, or 

just goofing around, the Cana 

community never faces a lackluster 

moment. 
 

(left to right: Elliot, Allyson, Meaghan, and 

Kate) 
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Assumption Center’s Knitters 

With winter on its way with cold winds and dropping temperatures, our KNITTING ladies (and 

CROCHETERS) are well prepared! Not for themselves but for infants and children near and far. For 

example, we have just filled two boxes of beautiful hats, scarves, mittens and blankets...for the people 

of Chaparral, NM where the Assumption sisters have a mission.  

  

The Baby Bureau in Ft. Washington, PA continues to welcome all kinds of infant caps, jackets and 

blankets made at our Center. What one enterprising woman began and named "The Baby Bureau " 

back in 2011 has grown so much that they are now close to dressing their 1000
th

 baby!  We are proud 

to help in this beautiful project. 

  

Another receiving group new to us knitters is the African Center for Education (ACE), which works 

with children of African origin in Worcester. You can see their exciting website 

at www.acechildren.org. More bright and attractive homemade articles went to them to their delight! 

  

And last but not least, Our Lady of the Rosary Prayer Group in Worcester has an active group of 

knitters who make all kinds of woolen items for young people and adults in the summer and in the 

winter they produce beautiful prayer shawls. So much creativity! 

  

We welcome new members of any age and any capability! Come on down to Assumption Center 

at 16 Vineyard Street, Worcester 01603 on FRIDAY, from 10 -Noon. Phone 508 767 1356 and speak 

to Sr. Therese, Meghan or Elliot.  

 

The Assumption Center Knitters Fall 2015  
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AMA Sunday and “Called to Life” 
 
October 18th was AMA Sunday at Assumption College‘s 

chapel.  Former AMA Caitlin Goodhile (2014-15 
Newcastle) and current AMAs Meaghan Hickey and Elliot 

Simmons-Uvin shared about their experience of a year 
lived in service and solidarity, faith and community at both the 

morning and evening Masses.  It was an opportunity for 
the listeners to support AMA through their prayer, 

friendship and financial support – and especially for the 
college students to consider spending one year of their 
lives in similar fashion.  Why not? 

 
That same day, the first of six meetings of the Called to 

Life program was held.  Designed to assist adults who are 
discerning their direction in life, Called to Life brought 

eleven individuals together – Assumption College alums, 
Cana Community members and St. Peter‘s parishioners -- 
for an afternoon of reflection and prayer, capped with 

dinner with the Assumption Sisters at their home on 11 
Old English Road.  The group will meet monthly from 

hereon.  Let‘s accompany them with our prayerful 
support! 

 

Assumption Sister 

News! 

 

Lots going on in the R.A. world! 

 Sr. Nuala, our Provincial, left for Guatemala city at the end of September to attend a month-

long meeting with the sisters of the General Council and the other Provincials of the 
congregation.  We‘re glad you‘re back, Sr. Nuala! 

 Sr. Patricia Mitchell, Provincial of England, spent five days in Worcester on her way back to 
London.  We seized on the opportunity and brought her to meet our ESL students and 
children  and volunteers in the mentoring program.  Assumption Center hosted her for lunch 

so she could have a sense of the life of the Cana Community, chat with Meaghan and Elliot, 
and have some time in the Semillas de Vida garden.  Friday morning had her joining the 

Knitting Circle and meeting the ladies with the warm hands and hearts.  Thank you for your 
visit, Sr. Patricia!  Please come again! 

 Our novice, Sr. Akeneta, left in mid-October for a mission experience with the Assumption 
Sisters of our Iloilo community, in the Philippines.  Already she‘s had numerous 

unforgettable experiences…..including a ride on a carabao!  Sr. Ake will be back in 
Worcester in mid-January. 
 



 

 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
The Assumption Center would like to wish you all a 

Happy Thanksgiving. We are so grateful for all your 

support, guidance, and prayers that help us live out our 

mission every day. Thank you for all that you do to 

make our lives and the lives of others fruitful. 
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You can help the Assumption 

Sisters keep Assumption Center 
and their different ministries in 

the USA going by participating 
in   

               

Giving Tuesday, 

December 1, 2015. 
 

Simply go to their website 
www.assumptionsisters.org 

and click on the ‘donate’ button. 

 

Thank you for your support! 


