INTRODUCTORY RITE
INTRODUCTION
ENTRANCE HYMN

Sr. Mary Ann Azanza, R.A.
Gather Us In

GLORIA

Missa Pacem

LITURGY OF THE WORD
LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Isaiah 61 : 1 - 11
Elliot Simmons-Uvin
Psalm 63

SECOND READING

1 John 4 : 7 - 16
Sr. Thérèse Margaret Duross, R.A.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

John 15 : 9 - 17

RITE OF RELIGIOUS PROFESSION
(Please remain seated.)

The Call
Sr. Mary Ann:

The Lord, who knows each one of us and calls us by our
name, calls Sr. Akeneta to consecrate herself to Him.

Fr. Alex:

Sr. Akeneta, in the name of the Lord, I call you.

Sr. Akeneta:

You have called me, Lord. Here I am.

Fr. Alex:

What do you ask of God and the Church?

Sr. Akeneta:

I ask the mercy of God and the grace to serve God in the
Congregation of the Religious of the Assumption.

All:

Thanks be to God.

HOMILY

Fr. Alex Castro, A.A.

The Dialogue
Sr. Nuala:

Sister Akeneta, you are already consecrated to God
through Baptism. Do you now will to live that
consecration in a more radical way by your religious
profession?

Sr. Akeneta:

Yes, I do will it.

Sr. Nuala:

Do you will to follow Christ who became chaste, poor and
obedient out of love for his Father and his brothers and
sisters?

Sr. Akeneta:

Yes, I do will it.

Sr. Nuala:

May God give you this grace and bring to completion in
you the work he has begun through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.

All:

Amen.

Sr. Nuala:

Lord, look with your loving kindness on Sr. Akeneta. She
desires today, before your Church, to consecrate her life
to you by professing the evangelical counsels. Like Mary,
in the mystery of her Assumption, may she know how to
allow herself to be filled progressively by the Trinitarian
Life so that Your glory may break through her weakness.
May her gaze be always on You and the extension of your
reign. And may her whole life serve towards the salvation
of the world, You who live and reign, world without end.

All:

Amen.

The Covenant
[In her heart, Sr. Akeneta desires to pronounce her vows for life, but the
Church asks her to pass a first stage – profession of vows for three years.]
Sr. Akeneta:

Before God, in the Church and in the presence of my
community, I, Akeneta Vulase Lalakobouma, Sister
Akeneta of the Incarnation, for love of Jesus Christ and in
answer to his call, desire to consecrate myself to him, and
to devote my whole life to the extension of his Kingdom.

In your hands, Sr. Nuala, representing our Superior
General, I vow to live in chastity, poverty, and obedience,
following Christ for three years in the Congregation of the
Religious of the Assumption and according to their Rule of
Life.
Like Mary, I entrust myself to the love of the Father, to
the grace of the Lord Jesus and to the power of the Spirit.
Amen.

Signing of the Covenant
(Sr. Akeneta now signs, on the altar, the parchment on which her vows
are written. Sr. Nuala and Fr. Alex affix their signatures as witnesses to her
commitment.)

Reception of the Congregational Cross
Sr. Nuala:

Sr. Akeneta, receive this cross. Like Christ, you will know
the cross, the price of love and the victory of life over
death. May your life be a following of Christ in adoration
and love.

Sr. Akeneta:

Amen.

Reception of the Rule of Life
Sr. Nuala:

Sr. Akeneta, receive the Rule of Life of the Religious of the
Assumption. It is a way of growth and of freedom. May
your entire life manifest that which you are striving to
learn, and which the Lord has made you understand in the
depth of your heart.

Sr. Akeneta:

Amen.

Reception of the Breviary
Sr. Nuala:

Sr. Akeneta, receive this Book of Prayer of the Church, the
Liturgy of the Hours, so as to celebrate unceasingly the
praises of God and to offer to God the cries of his beloved
people.

Akeneta:

Amen.

Gesture of Thanksgiving
Sr. Akeneta will now do the vakavinavinaka, a traditional Fijian gesture
expressing her respect for and gratitude to God, her religious family, and
the people here present.

Kiss of Peace
[There is great rejoicing in the religious family on the day a Sister makes her
profession. The Kiss of Peace is a sign of this joy and love. Sr. Akeneta’s
religious family will give her the Kiss of Peace while the assembly sings the
Magnificat.]

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

Michelle Sherman

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS
Alma Misionera

A Missionary Soul

- Hermana Glenda

- Sister Glenda

1. Señor, toma mi vida nueva
antes de que la espera
desgaste años en mi
estoy dispuesta a lo que quieras
no importa lo que sea
tu llámame a servir.

1. Lord, take my new life
before waiting
wastes away my years.
I’m ready for what you want
no matter what it may be.
Call me to serve.

Coro:
Llévame donde los hombres
necesiten tus palabras
necesiten mis ganas de vivir
donde falte la esperanza
donde falte la alegría
simplemente por no saber de ti.

Refrain:
Bring me to where people
need your words
need my will to live
where hope is absent
where joy is missing
simply because they do not know You.

2. Te doy mi corazón sincero
para gritar sin miedo
Tu grandeza, Señor
Tendré mis manos sin cansancio
tu historia entre los labios
y fuerza en la oración. (coro)

2. I give you my heart that is sincere
to proclaim without fear
Your greatness, O Lord.
I’ll have my hands that will not grow
weary,
your story on my lips,
and the strength that comes from
prayer. (refrain)

3. Y así en marcha iré cantando
por calles predicando
lo bello que es tu amor
Señor tengo alma misionera
condúceme a la tierra
que tenga sed de Dios. (coro)

3. And so I’ll go on the way, singing
through the streets, proclaiming
how beautiful is Your love.
O Lord, I have a missionary soul -lead me to the land
which thirsts for You. (refrain)

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

GREAT AMEN

LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION

Eat This Bread

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

FINAL BLESSING
Fr. Alex:

May God, the inspirer of every good resolve, foster your
purposes and strengthen your heart, that what you have
promised you may keep with persevering faith.

All:

Amen.

Fr. Alex:

May he grant you to hasten in the joy of Christ along the
narrow way you have chosen, rejoicing to bear the
burdens of your sisters.

All:

Amen.

Fr. Alex:

May the charity of God make of you a family brought
together in the Lord’s name, to show forth the image of
the love of Christ.

All:

Amen.

Fr. Alex:

And may almighty God bless all of you who are gathered
for these sacred rites, + the Father, and the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.

All :

Amen.

Fr. Alex:

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.

All:

Thanks be to God.

CONCLUDING HYMN

Tell Out, My Soul

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
My heart overflows with great joy, appreciation and gratitude to see
and to have all of you come share and celebrate with me and my
sisters in this joyous occasion. My life has been all the more blessed
and richer having all of you in it. Thank you for blessing me with your
life and presence here today.
I would like to thank my sisters and brothers in the Assumption
family for your love, guidance and support in my formation. Your life
of community and prayer has been a sustaining force and light in my
journey.
I would like to thank Assumption College, the Campus Ministry
Office, the St. Marie Eugenie Discernment Group, the St. Joan of Arc
choir. Most especially, I want to thank the Cana Community, and
Pat Gagne and family for all your love and support.
Finally, I would like to thank the members of my family and
my friends, Jim and Joan, for always being there for me and
for your encouragement and love.
My heartfelt gratitude and thanks to all of you and our friends in the
Assumption family for giving so generously towards my family and
the people of Vuna, my village in Fiji, for the construction of homes
lost during Super Cyclone Winston. God’s mercy is really made
incarnate in you.
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May His face shed its light upon you.
Thank you and Vinaka vakalevu.
Sr. Akeneta

April 30th is a day of great rejoicing in the Assumption all over the world.
On this day 177 years ago, the congregation was founded.
th

(Excerpt from Marie Eugénie Milleret: A Woman’s Spiritual Search in 19 Century
France by Sr. Hélène-Marie Bories, R.A.)

On April 30, 1839, the feast of Saint Catherine of Siena, Anne Eugénie
Milleret and Anastasia Bévier met in a small apartment on rue Férou, a tiny
lane near Saint Sulpice. It was appropriate that they came together on such
a day, for Catherine had been someone who had combined an active life in
and for the Church with the deepest contemplation. Now, in the evening, as
the great bells of Saint Sulpice joined all the other bells of the capital to ring
in the month of Mary, they realized that the day was equally appropriate for
a congregation dedicated to the Assumption. Year after year, Marie Eugénie
would celebrate that anniversary by recounting once more the amazing
deeds of God:
Our Congregation had such weak and powerless beginnings,
so disproportionate to the good things God has been pleased
to derive from it, that we would not even dare to recount them
if it were not for the fact that it is precisely in the absence of
any human strength and wisdom that the works are shown to
be more truly of God. It is the disproportion which makes us
see and believe our Creator and Jesus Christ, the one who
wanted from us only a total and loving dependence on Him.

As we celebrate Sr. Akeneta’s first profession today in Worcester, the
Assumption around the world is also welcoming new sisters. Some are
entering as postulants. Others are taking the next step to become novices.
And six more Sisters are making their first vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience as Religious of the Assumption. Please rejoice with us and
remember these Sisters in your prayer.
From India:
 Sr. Anita of the Risen Christ
 Sr. Divya of Jesus Crucified
 Sr. Manisha of Jesus Crucified
 Sr. Rongila of Mary the Mother of God
 Sr. Suchita of Jesus the Good Shepherd
From Brazil:
 Sr. Andreia Marques Barbosa

Assumption Sisters are called to live and love
according to the Gospel.
Our communities are committed to effecting change in society
through prayer and education.
11 Old English Road
Worcester, MA 01609
th

1001 South 47 Street
Philadelphia, PA 19143

506 Crestview Road
Lansdale, PA 19446

300-2 McCombs Road, #43
Chaparral, NM 88081

www.assumptionsisters.org
info@assumptionsisters.org

Assumption Mission Associates (AMA) are
young adult lay volunteers who share in the Assumption spirit of
community, prayer and mission.
AMAs from the USA live and work with our Sisters in
Worcester (MA), Chaparral (NM),
Sibalom (the Philippines) and Newcastle (England).
16 Vineyard Street
Worcester, MA 01603
www.assumptionvolunteers.org
directorassumption@gmail.com

